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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CANBER 00539 230446Z 
ACTION INR-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 SSC-01 /019 W 

105548 230450Z/21 

R 230333Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2225 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 539 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PIINR, PDIP, IT, AS 

SUBJECT: NEW AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO ITALY (ROBERT H. ROBERTSON) 
REF: (A) ROME 654, (B) STATE 14361 

EMBASSY HAS NOTHING TO ADD TO OTHERWISE AMPLY DESCRIPTIVE 
BIO INFORMATION CONTAINED REF (B). WE HAVE NOT HAD 
EXTENSIVE CONTACT WITH ROBERTSON IN HIS PRESENT CANBERRA 
POSITION IN THE MANAGEMENT DIVISION. WE GATHER THAT HIS 
POSTING TO ROME IS VIEWED BY SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES HERE AS 
AT LEAST PARTLY DUE TO AN EFFORT TO GET HIM OUT OF AN 
OTHERWISE "BLOCKING" POSITION IN THE AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN 
SERVICE’S MANAGEMENT DIVISION (SEE PARA 5, REF B ). ALSTON 
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